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a president of a university in Iraq,
whom I know, once told me about a
Yazidi student who had become class
valedictorian of that university; so I
began to piece this story together.

Nawaf arrived in America just last
year. Following 18 months of vetting,
his wife was awarded a special visa
about a week and a half ago; but as
Nawaf was explaining to me both with
great composure and, frankly, a cer-
tain sensitivity to our security con-
cerns, he told me that his wife, Laila,
was barred from entry.

Madam Speaker, immigration and
refugee policy always involves a dif-
ficult choice. A country has to consider
first its absorption capacity, the possi-
bilities of assimilation, as well as the
necessity of those coming to accept the
values of the host country’s. I think a
review of this policy or of these prin-
ciples—a review of what has happened
in Europe—actually sheds some light.

For example, Germany recklessly
threw open its borders recently, and a
wave of persons—many young, single
men—entered the country, sparking an
uptick in crime and violence and, pos-
sibly, the conditions for more terrorist
attacks. Confusion continues as to who
is where, and the German Govern-
ment’s rapidly considered and naive
refugee policy has unwittingly created
an anti-immigration backlash and po-
litical turmoil.

Madam Speaker, the immigration
and refugee movement should always
be a means of last resort. Everyone
can’t come to the West. Rather, it is
the responsibility of governments
around the world to create the condi-
tions in which people can live securely.
If that breaks down, as a first order re-
sponse, robust humanitarian assistance
and repositioning persons in nearby
safe zones creates the possibility of a
right of return and avoids the trauma
of uprooting persons from their homes
and their cultures.

Madam Speaker, with all of the com-
plex considerations surrounding immi-
gration, though, it is important to re-
member that we are not dealing with
statistics, that we are not dealing with
some remote geopolitical policy, but
that we are dealing with the lives of
real persons. So, happily, last Friday
morning, after my office successfully
worked on the case, Laila arrived, and
with open arms and flowers, Nawaf, her
husband, welcomed her to America.

Madam Speaker, given now that the
executive order has been put on a tem-
porary halt as the administration goes
through the appeals process, I also
think it is appropriate to pause and
speak about the broader issues at stake
here—what it means to be a nation and
what it means to have a binding nar-
rative as a people.

Madam Speaker, I am quite sure our
soldiers know this feeling all too well—
I have experienced it. Perhaps you have
experienced it, too—when you are in a
far-off place, with no one familiar
around you, and then you, all of a sud-
den, have that feeling of connection be-
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cause you see it—you see an American
flag. At that moment, the flag is more
than a piece of cloth with stars and
stripes. It is an enduring symbol that
expresses a deep, unspoken narrative
about who we are as a people and about
the ideals that unite us as a nation.

If you ask most people what America
means, I would suggest that they would
probably use one word: freedom. Yet I
am afraid, Madam Speaker, that this
word ‘‘freedom’ is so overused that we
have forgotten its essential meaning.
Most properly understood, freedom is
the ability to do what one ought—to
take responsibility for oneself, one’s
family, one’s community, and, by ex-
tension, one’s nation. Freedom is not a
detachment from responsibility to do
whatever you want. That is a self-de-
structive idea that erodes freedom, re-
sulting not only in the loss of oneself,
but in the degradation of the entire
community.

Of course, we often reflect on what it
means to be an American when dis-
cussing immigration. America has long
offered the hope of freedom for immi-
grants who are yearning to work for a
better future for themselves, for their
families. To those tempest-tossed, to
those tired, poor, huddled masses
yearning to breathe free, America has
lifted its lamp beside the golden door.
Implicit in this worldwide welcome was
a basic compact that those who came
here, however arduous their journey,
must undertake the responsibility of
citizenship. Of course, many people
gleefully do.

In fact, America’s very survival as a
beacon-handed land requires those who
immigrate to assimilate and adopt the
values proposition that makes our
country unique in the history of the
world. Those values include respect for
others, the acceptance of law and order
as a prerequisite for the orderly func-
tioning of society, and the desire to
participate constructively as a citizen.
Those who refuse to assimilate or re-
ject these time-honored values take ad-
vantage of the sacrifices and hard-
fought gains of generations of Ameri-
cans who have built and often died for
what we cherish and what we so ea-
gerly share with people from around
the world. That is fundamentally un-
fair and is an abuse of the idea of free-
dom itself.

Madam Speaker, individual freedom
is achieved most fully in the context of
community. When the government or
interest groups see freedom merely as a
functional meeting of material needs
alone, it undermines the social dimen-
sions of freedom, which are rooted in
authentic human relationships.
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Conversely, the proper amount of
government, a government well-or-
dered, provides protection and creates
the guardrails for individuals to flour-
ish together, generating meaning for
persons and community. The right po-
litical approach in America can restore
that golden mean.
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Madam Speaker, there is a story I
would like to tell. There is a man, and
he is talking to his young son. He said:
Son, you see that beautiful, lovely
home there on the hill? One day, if it is
your heart’s desire, if you are willing
to work hard and be patient, and if you
do what is right, then maybe you could
earn that home one day.

Another man in another country
took a very different approach talking
to his young son. He said: See that big
mansion on the hill there? If you work
hard enough, if you stay focused, and if
you position yourself right, one day
you can get that guy.

You see, Madam Speaker, our coun-
try is not based on the principle of
envy. It is based on respect and respon-
sibility. To make America flourish
again, politically, economically, and
culturally, a restoration of this ideal is
necessary to create the conditions for a
true and lasting freedom.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. PoE of Texas (at the request of
Mr. MCcCARTHY) for today on account of
personal reasons.

Mr. JEFFRIES (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

———

PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE
RULES

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS
FOR THE 115TH CONGRESS

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 1, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Enclosed herewith
are the Rules and Procedures for the 115th
Congress that were adopted by the Com-
mittee on Small Business at its organiza-
tional meeting on February 1, 2017.

Sincerely,
STEVE CHABOT,
Chairman.

1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

(A) Rules of the Committee. The Rules of
the House of Representatives, in total (but
especially with respect to the operations of
committee., Rule X, cl. 1(q), cl. 2, cl. 3(1) and
Rule XI), are the rules of the Committee on
Small Business (‘‘Committee’’) to the extent
applicable and are incorporated by reference.

(B) Appointments by the Chair. Pursuant
to the Rules of the House, the Chair shall
designate a Member of the Committee Ma-
jority to serve as Vice Chair of the Com-
mittee. The Vice Chair shall preside at any
meeting or hearing during the temporary ab-
sence of the Chair. The Chair also reserves
the right to designate a Member of the Com-
mittee Majority to serve as the Chair at a
hearing or meeting.

2. REFERRAL OF BILLS BY THE CHAIR

The Chair will retain consideration of all
legislation referred to the Committee by the
Speaker. No action will be required of a Sub-
committee before legislation is considered
for report by the Committee. Subcommittee
chairs, pursuant to the rules set out herein,
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may hold hearings on any bill referred to the
Committee.
3. SUBCOMMITTEES

(A) Generally. Each Subcommittee of the
Committee is part of the Committee and is
subject to the authority and direction of the
Committee, and to the Rules of the House
and the rules adopted herein, to the extent
applicable. The Chairman and Ranking Mem-
ber of the Committee are ex officio Members
of all Subcommittees for the purpose of any
meeting conducted by a Subcommittee.

(B) The Committee shall be organized into
the following five subcommittees:

(1) Subcommittee on Agriculture, Energy,
and Trade.

This Subcommittee (which will consist of
six (6) Republican Members and four (4)
Democratic Members) will address policies
that enhance rural economic growth, in-
creasing America’s energy independence and
ensuring that America’s small businesses
can compete effectively in a global market-
place.

Oversight of agricultural policies.

Oversight of environmental issues and reg-
ulations (including agencies such as the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and the
Army Corps of Engineers).

Oversight of energy issues, including ex-
pansion of domestic resources, whether they
are renewable or non-renewable.

Oversight of international trade policy
with particular emphasis on agencies that
provide direct assistance to small businesses,
such as: the Small Business Administration’s
(SBA) Office of International Trade, the De-
partment of Commerce’s United States Ex-
port Assistance Centers, the Department of
Agriculture’s Foreign Agricultural Service,
and the Export-Import Bank.

Oversight of infringement of intellectual
property rights by foreign competition.

(2) Subcommittee on Health and Tech-
nology.

This Subcommittee (which will consist of
six (6) Republican Members and four (4)
Democratic Members) will address how
health care policies may inhibit or promote
economic growth and job creation by small
businesses. In addition, the Subcommittee
will examine small business job growth
through the creation and adoption of ad-
vanced technologies.

Oversight of the implementation of the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act.

Oversight of availability and affordability
of health care coverage for small businesses.

Oversight of general technology issues, in-
cluding intellectual property policy in the
United States.

Oversight of United States telecommuni-
cations policies including, but not limited
to, the National Broadband Plan and alloca-
tion of electromagnetic spectrum.

Oversight of the Small Business Innova-
tion Research Program.

Oversight of the Small Business Tech-
nology Transfer Program.

(3) Subcommittee on Economic Growth,
Tax, and Capital Access.

This Subcommittee (which will consist of
six (6) Republican Members and four (4)
Democratic Members) will evaluate the oper-
ation of the financial markets in the United
States and their ability to provide needed
capital to small businesses. In addition, the
Subcommittee will review federal programs,
especially those overseen by the SBA, aimed
at assisting entrepreneurs in obtaining need-
ed capital. Since the tax policy plays an in-
tegral role in access to capital, this Com-
mittee also will examine the impact of fed-
eral tax policies on small businesses.

Oversight of capital access and financial
markets.

Implementation of the Dodd-Frank Wall
Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act.
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SBA financial assistance programs, includ-
ing guaranteed loans, microloans, certified
development company loans, and small busi-
ness investment companies.

Oversight of the Department of Agri-
culture business and industry guaranteed
loan program.

Oversight of general tax policy affecting
small businesses.

The management of the SBA disaster loan
program.

(4) Subcommittee on Investigations, Over-
sight, and Regulations.

This Subcommittee (which will consist of
six (6) Republican Members and four (4)
Democratic Members) will probe the effi-
cient operation of government programs that
affect small businesses, including the SBA,
and develop proposals to make them operate
in a more cost-effective manner. This Sub-
committee also will review the regulatory
burdens imposed on small businesses and
how those burdens may be alleviated.

Oversight of general issues affecting small
businesses and federal agencies.

Oversight of the management of the SBA.

Oversight of the SBA Inspector General.

Implementation of the Regulatory Flexi-
bility Act.

Oversight of the Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs at the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget.

Use of the Congressional Review Act.

Transparency of the federal rulemaking
process as required by the Administrative
Procedure and Data Quality Acts.

Implementation of the Paperwork Reduc-
tion Act.

(5) Subcommittee on Contracting and
Workforce.

This Subcommittee (which will consist of
six (6) Republican Members and four (4)
Democratic Members) will assess the federal
procurement system, including those pro-
grams designed specifically to enhance par-
ticipation by small businesses in providing
goods and services to the federal govern-
ment. The Subcommittee will examine var-
ious programs designed to provide technical
assistance to small businesses, whether spe-
cifically aimed at federal contractors or
small businesses in general. Finally, the
Subcommittee will review the broad scope of
workforce issues that affect the ability of
small businesses to obtain and maintain
qualified employees.

Oversight of government-wide procure-
ment practices and programs affecting small
businesses.

Oversight of federal procurement policies
that inhibit or expand participation by small
businesses in the federal contracting mar-
ketplace.

All contracting programs established by
the Small Business Act, including HUBZone,
8(a), Women-, and Service Disabled Veteran-
Owned Small Business Programs.

Technical assistance provided to federal
contractors and perspective contractors
through SBA personnel, Offices of Small and
Disadvantaged Business Utilization, and Pro-
curement Technical Assistance Centers.

The SBA Surety Bond guarantee program.

Oversight of all federal policies that affect
the workforce including, but not limited to,
the roles of the Department of Labor and the
National Labor Relations Board.

SBA entrepreneurial development and
technical assistance programs unrelated to
participation in the federal government con-
tracting.

(C) Powers and Duties of Subcommittees.
Each Subcommittee is authorized to meet,
hold hearings, receive evidence, and report
to the Committee on any matters referred to
it. Prior to the scheduling of any meeting or
hearing of a Subcommittee, the Chair of the
Subcommittee shall obtain the approval of
the Chair of the Committee.
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(D) Hearing Time and Date. No hearing or
meeting of a Subcommittee shall take place
at the same time as the meeting or hearing
of the full Committee or another
Subcommitte, provided however, that the
Subcommittee Chairs may hold field hear-
ings that conflict with those held by other
Subcommittees of the Committee.

4. COMMITTEE STAFF

(A) Majority Staff. The employees of the
Committee, except those assigned to the Mi-
nority as provided below, shall be appointed
and assigned, and may be removed by the
Chair of the Committee. The Chair shall fix
their remuneration and they shall be under
the general supervision and direction of the
Chair.

(B) Minority Staff. The employees of the
Committee assigned to the Minority shall be
appointed and assigned, and their remunera-
tion determined, as the Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee shall decide.

(C) Subcommittee Staff. There shall be no
separate staff assigned to Subcommittees.
The Chair and Ranking Minority Member
shall endeavor to ensure that sufficient Com-
mittee staff is made available in order that
each Subcommittee may carry out the re-
sponsibilities set forth in Rule 3, supra.

5. MEETINGS

(A) Regular Meeting Day. The regular
meeting day of the Committee shall be the
second Wednesday of every month when the
House is in session. The Chair may dispense
with the meeting of the Committee, if in the
sole discretion of the Chair, there is no need
for such meeting.

(B) Additional Meetings. Additional meet-
ings may be called as deemed necessary by
the Chair or at the request of the majority
Members of the Committee pursuant to Rule
XI, cl. 2(c) of the rules of the House. At least
3 days’ notice of such an additional meeting
shall be given unless the Chair, with the con-
currence of the Ranking Minority Member,
determines that there is good cause to call
the meeting on less notice or upon a vote by
a majority of the Committee (a quorum
being present). To the extent possible, the
three days shall be counted from the 72 hours
before the time of the meeting. Announce-
ments of the meeting shall be published
promptly in the Daily Digest and made pub-
licly available in electronic form.

(C) Business to be Considered. The deter-
mination of the business to be considered at
each meeting shall be made by the Chair sub-
ject to limitations set forth in House Rule
XI, cl. 2(c).

(D) Meeting Materials. The Chair shall pro-
vide to each Member of the Committee, to
the extent practicable, at least 48 hours in
advance of a meeting, a copy of the bill, reso-
lution, report or other item to be considered
at the meeting, but no later than 24 hours
before the meeting. Such material also shall
be made available to the public at least 24
hours in advance in electronic form.

(E) Special and Emergency Meetings. The
rules for notice and meetings as set forth in
Rule 5 of these Rules shall not apply to spe-
cial and emergency meetings. Clause 2(c)(2)
of Rule XI and clause 2(g)(3)(A) of Rule XI of
the Rules of the House, as applicable, shall
apply to such meetings.

6. NOTICE AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF HEARINGS

(A) Announcement of Hearings. Public an-
nouncement of the date, place and subject
matter of any hearing to be conducted by the
Committee shall be made no later than 7 cal-
endar days before the commencement of the
hearing. To the extent possible, the seven
days shall be counted from 168 hours before
the time of the Committee’s hearing.

(B) Exception. The Chair, with the concur-
rence of the Ranking Minority Member, or
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upon a vote by the majority of the Com-
mittee (a quorum being present), may au-
thorize a hearing to commence on less than
7 days’ notice.

(C) Witness Lists. Unless the Chair deter-
mines it is impracticable to do so, the Com-
mittee shall make a tentative witness list
available at the time it makes the public an-
nouncement of the hearing. If a tentative
witness list is not made available at the time
of the announcement of the hearing, such
witness list shall be made available as soon
as practicable after such announcement is
made. A final witness list shall be issued by
the Committee no later than 48 hours prior
to the commencement of the hearing.

(D) Hearing Material. The Chair shall pro-
vide to all Members of the Committee, as
soon as practicable after the announcement
of the hearing, a memorandum explaining
the subject matter of the hearing and any of-
ficial reports from departments and agencies
on the subject matter of the hearing. Such
material shall be made available to all Mem-
bers of the Committee no later than 48 hours
before the commencement of the hearing,
unless the Chair, after consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member, determines that
certain reports from departments or agencies
should not be made available prior to the
commencement of the hearing. Material pro-
vided by the Chair to all Members, whether
provided prior to or at the hearing, shall be
placed on the Committee website no later
than 48 hours after the commencement of
the hearing, unless such material contains
sensitive or classified information, in which
case such material shall be handled pursuant
to Rule 16 of the Committee’s Rules.

7. MEETINGS AND HEARINGS OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC

(A) Meetings. Each meeting of the Com-
mittee or its Subcommittees for the trans-
action of business, including the markup of
legislation, shall be open to the public, in-
cluding to radio, television, and still photog-
raphy coverage, except as provided by House
Rule XI, cl. 4. If the majority of Members of
the Committee or Subcommittee present at
the meeting determine by a recorded vote in
open session that all or part of the remain-
der of the meeting on that day shall be
closed to the public because the disclosure of
matters to be considered would endanger na-
tional security, would compromise sensitive
law enforcement information, or would tend
to defame, degrade, or incriminate any per-
son or otherwise would violate any law or
rule of the House; provided however, that no
person other than Members of the Com-
mittee, and such congressional staff and
such executive branch representatives they
may authorize, shall be present in any meet-
ing which has been closed to the public.

(B) Hearings. Each hearing conducted by
the Committee or its Subcommittees shall
be open to the public, including radio, tele-
vision and still photography coverage. If the
majority of Members of the Committee or
Subcommittee present at the hearing deter-
mine by a recorded vote in open session that
all or part of the remainder of the hearing on
that day shall be closed to the public because
the disclosure of matters to be considered
would endanger national security, would
compromise sensitive law enforcement infor-
mation, or would tend to defame, degrade, or
incriminate any person or otherwise would
violate any law or rule of the House; provided
however, that the Committee or Sub-
committee may by the same procedure also
vote to close one subsequent day of hearings.
Notwithstanding the requirements of the
preceding sentence, a majority of those
present (if the requisite number of Members
are present under Committee rules for the
purpose of taking testimony) may vote: (i) to
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close the hearing for the sole purpose of dis-
cussing whether the testimony or evidence
to be received would endanger the national
security, would compromise sensitive law
enforcement information, or violate Rule XI,
cl. 2(k)(5) of the House or (ii) to close the
hearing, as provided clause 2(k)(5) of Rule XI
of the House.

(C) Participation in Subcommittee Hear-
ings. The Chair and Ranking Minority Mem-
ber are ex officio Members of all Subcommit-
tees for any hearing conducted by a Sub-
committee. Members of the Committee who
wish to participate in a hearing of the Sub-
committee to which they are not Members
shall make such request to the Chair and the
Ranking Minority Member of the Sub-
committee at the commencement of the
hearing. The Chair, after consultation with
the Ranking Minority Member of the Sub-
committee, shall grant such request.

(D) Non-Participatory Attendance by
Other Members of the House. No Member of
the House may be excluded from non-
participatory attendance at any hearing of
the Committee or any Subcommittee, unless
the House of Representatives shall by major-
ity vote authorize the Committee or Sub-
committees, for purposes of a particular sub-
ject of investigation, to close its hearing to
Members by the same procedures designated
to close hearings to the public.

(E) Procedure to Participate. Members of
Congress who are not Members of the Com-
mittee but would like to participate in a
hearing shall notify the Chair and the Rank-
ing Minority Member and submit a formal
request no later than 24 hours before the
commencement of the meeting or hearing.

(F) Audio and Video Coverage. To the max-
imum extent practicable, the Committee
shall provide audio and video coverage of
each hearing or meeting for the transaction
of business in a manner that allows the pub-
lic to easily listen and view the proceedings
and shall maintain the recordings of such
coverage in a manner easily accessible to the
public.

8. WITNESSES

(A) Number of Witnesses. For any hearing
conducted by the Committee or Sub-
committee there shall be no more than four
non-governmental witnesses of which the
Ranking Minority Member of the Committee
or Subcommittee (as appropriate) is entitled
to select one witness for the hearing.

(B) Witnesses Selected by the Minority.
Witnesses selected by the Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee or Subcommittee
shall be invited to testify by the Chair of the
Committee or Subcommittee (as appro-
priate). Rule 8(D) shall apply with equal
force to witnesses selected by the Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee or Sub-
committee.

(C) Small Business Week Exception. The
limitations set forth in the preceding para-
graph shall not apply if the Committee holds
a hearing to honor the work of the small
business community in conjunction with the
annual celebration of Small Business Week.
Witness limitations for such a hearing shall
be determined by the Chair in consultation
with the Ranking Minority Member.

(D) Statement of Witnesses.

(1) BEach witness who is to appear before
the Committee or Subcommittee shall file
an electronic copy of the testimony with the
Committee and the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber no later than 48 hours before the com-
mencement of the hearing. In addition, the
witness shall provide 25 copies of the testi-
mony by the commencement of the hearing.
The Chair may waive the requirement by the
witness providing 25 copies in which case the
Committee or Subcommittee shall provide
the 25 copies.
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(2) Each non-governmental witness shall
provide to the Committee and the Ranking
Minority Member, no later than 48 hours be-
fore the commencement of the hearing, a
curriculum vitae or other statement describ-
ing their education, employment, profes-
sional affiliation or other background infor-
mation pertinent to their testimony.

(E) Witness Disclosure. As required by
Rule XI, cl. 2(g) of the Rules of the House,
each nongovernmental witness before the
commencement of the hearing shall file with
the Chair a disclosure form detailing any
contracts or grants that the witness has with
the federal government, as well as the
amount and country of origin of any pay-
ment or contract related to the subject of
the hearing originating with a foreign gov-
ernment. In addition, each non-govern-
mental witness shall file with the Com-
mittee Chair a disclosure form detailing any
payments or contracts received from a for-
eign government if such payments or con-
tracts are related in any manner to the sub-
ject matter of a hearing. Such information
shall be posted on the Committee website
within 24 hours after the witness appeared at
the hearing.

(F) Failure to Comply. The failure to pro-
vide the materials set forth by the deadlines
set forth in these rules may be grounds for
excluding both the oral and written testi-
mony of the witness unless waived by the
Chair of the Committee or Subcommittee.

(G) Public Access to Witness Materials.
The Committee will provide public access to
printed materials, including the testimony
of witnesses in electronic form on the Com-
mittee’s website no later than 24 hours after
the hearing is adjourned. Supplemental ma-
terial provided after the hearing adjourns
shall be placed on the Committee website no
later than 24 hours after receipt of such ma-
terial.

(H) Questioning of Witnesses. Except when
the Committee adopts a motion pursuant to
subdivisions (B) and (C) of clause 2(i)(2) of
Rule XI of the Rules of the House, Com-
mittee Members may question witnesses
only when they have been recognized by the
Chair for that purpose. Members shall have
the opportunity, as set forth in Rule XI, cl.
2 (j) of the Rules of the House, to question
each witness on the panel for a period not to
exceed five minutes. For any hearing, the
Chair of the Committee or Subcommittee
may offer a motion to extend the ques-
tioning of a witness or witnesses by the
Member identified in the motion for more
than five minutes as set forth in Rule XI, cl.
20)(B).

(I) Order of Questioning. The Chair of the
Committee or Subcommittee shall com-
mence questioning followed by the Ranking
Minority Member. Thereafter, questioning
shall alternate between the majority and mi-
nority Members. Before the gavel has been
struck, or in the case of Members arriving si-
multaneously, the order of questioning shall
be based on seniority among Members of his
or her own party. After the gavel has been
struck, Members first to arrive shall have
priority over Members of his or her own
party.

(J) Consideration of Ratio. In recognizing
Members to question witnesses, the Chair
may take into consideration the ratio of ma-
jority and minority Members present in such
a manner as to not disadvantage the Mem-
bers of either party.

9. QUORUM

(A) Determining a Quorum. A quorum, for
purposes of reporting a measure or rec-
ommendation, shall be a majority of the
Committee Members.

(B) Quorum for a Hearing. For purposes of
taking testimony or receiving evidence, a
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quorum shall be one Member from the Major-
ity and one Member from the Minority. The
Chair of the Committee or Subcommittee
shall exercise reasonable comity by waiting
for the Ranking Minority Member even if a
quorum is present before striking the gavel
to commence the hearing. For hearings held
by the Committee or a Subcommittee in a
location other than the Committee’s hearing
room in Washington, DC, a quorum shall be
deemed to be present if the Chair of the Com-
mittee or Subcommittee is present.
10. RECORD VOTES

(A) When Provided. A record vote of the
Committee shall be provided on any question
before the Committee upon the request of
any Member of the Committee. A record of
the vote of each Member of the Committee
on a matter before the Committee shall be
available in electronic form within 48 hours
of such record vote, and, with respect to any
roll call vote on any motion to amend or re-
port, shall be included in the report of the
Committee showing the total number of
votes cast for and against and the names of
those Members voting for and against.

(B) Public Access to Record Votes. The
Chair of the Committee shall, not later than
24 hours after consideration of a bill, resolu-
tion, report or other item, cause the text of
the reported item and any amendment
adopted thereto to be made publicly avail-
able in electronic form.

11. SUBPOENAS

(A) Authorization and Issuance. A sub-
poena may be authorized and issued by the
Committee in the conduct of any investiga-
tion or series of investigations or activities
to require the attendance and testimony of
such witness and the production of such
books, records, correspondence, memoranda,
papers and documents, as deemed necessary.
Such subpoena shall be authorized by a ma-
jority of the full Committee. The require-
ment that the authorization of a subpoena
requires a majority vote may be waived by
the Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee.

(B) Issuance During Congressional Recess.
The Chair may issue a subpoena, in consulta-
tion with the Ranking Minority Member,
when the House is out for session for more
than three legislative days.

12. AMENDMENTS DURING MARKUP

(A) Availability of Amendments. Any
amendment offered to any pending legisla-
tion before the Committee must be made
available in written form by any Member of
the Committee. If such amendment is not
available in written form when requested,
the Chair shall allow an appropriate period
for the provision thereof and may adjourn
the markup to provide sufficient time for the
provision of such written amendment. Such
period or adjournment shall not prejudice
the offering of such amendment.

(B) Drafting and Filing of Amendments.
For amendments to be accepted during
markup, there is no requirement that the
amendments be filed prior to commencement
of the markup or prepared with the assist-
ance of the Office of Legislative Counsel.
Even though it is not necessary, Members
seeking to amend legislation during markup
should draft amendments with the assistance
of the Office of Legislative Counsel and con-
sult with the Chair or Ranking Minority
Member’s staff (as appropriate) in the prepa-
ration of such amendments.

13. POSTPONEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS

(A) When Postponement is Permissible.
The Chair, in consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member, may postpone further pro-
ceedings when a record vote is ordered on the
question of approving any measure or matter
or adopting an amendment. The Chair may
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resume postponed proceedings, but no later
than 24 hours after such postponement, un-
less the House is not in session or there are
conflicts with Member schedules that make
it unlikely a quorum will be present to con-
duct business on the postponed proceeding.
In such cases, the Chair will consult with
Members to set a time as early as possible to
resume proceedings but in no event later
than the next meeting date as set forth in
Rule 5 of these Rules.

(B) Resumption of Proceedings. When pro-
ceedings resume on a postponed question,
notwithstanding any intervening order for
the previous question, an underlying propo-
sition shall remain subject to further debate
or amendment to the same extent as when
the question was postponed.

14. COMMITTEE RECORDS

(A) The Committee shall keep a complete
record of all actions, which shall include a
record of the votes on any question on which
a recorded vote is demanded. The result of
any vote by the Committee, or if applicable
by a Subcommittee, including a voice vote
shall be posted on the Committee’s website
within 24 hours after the vote has been
taken. Such record shall include a descrip-
tion of the amendment, motion, order, or
other proposition, the name of the Member
voting for and against such amendment, mo-
tion, order, or other proposition, and the
names of Members present but not voting.
For any amendment, motion, order, or other
proposition decided by voice vote, the record
shall include a description and whether the
voice vote was in favor or against.

(B) Transcripts. The Committee shall keep
a complete record of all Committee and Sub-
committee activity which, in the case of a
meeting or hearing transcript, shall include
a substantially verbatim account of the re-
marks actually made during the proceedings
subject only to technical, grammatical, and
typographical corrections authorized by the
person making the remarks.

(C) Availability of Records. The records of
the Committee at the National Archives and
Records Administration shall be made avail-
able in accordance with Rule VII of the
Rules of the House. The Chair of the Com-
mittee shall notify the Ranking Member of
the Committee of any decision, pursuant to
Rule VII, cl. 3(b)(3) or cl. 4(b), to withhold a
record otherwise available, and the matter
shall be presented to the Committee for a de-
termination of the written request of any
Member of the Committee.

(D) Publishing and Posting of Records. The
Committee Rules shall be made publicly
available in electronic form and published in
the Congressional Record not later than 30
days after the Chair of the Committee is
elected in each odd-numbered year.

15. COMMITTEE WEBSITE

The Chair shall maintain an official Com-
mittee website for the purpose of furthering
the Committee’s legislative and oversight re-
sponsibilities, including communicating in-
formation about Committee’s activities to
Committee Members and other Members of
the House. The Ranking Minority Member
may maintain a similar website for the same
purpose, including communicating informa-
tion about the activities of the Minority to
Committee Members and other Members of
the House.

16. ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED OR SENSITIVE
INFORMATION

(A) Access to classified or sensitive infor-
mation supplied to the Committee or Sub-
committees and attendance at closed ses-
sions of the Committee or a Subcommittee
shall be limited to Members and necessary
Committee staff and stenographic reporters
who have appropriate security clearance
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when the Chair determines that such access
or attendance is essential to the functioning
of the Committee or one of its Subcommit-
tees.

(B) Procedures Governing Availability. The
procedures to be followed in granting access
to those hearings, records, data, charts, and
files of the Committee which involve classi-
fied information or information deemed to
be sensitive shall be as follows:

(I) Only Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives and specifically designated
Committee staff of the Committee on Small
Business may have access to such informa-
tion.

(IT) Members who desire to read materials
that are in possession of the Committee shall
notify the Clerk of the Committee in writ-
ing.
(III) The Clerk of the Committee will
maintain an accurate access log, which iden-
tifies the circumstances surrounding access
to the information, without revealing the
material examined.

(IV) If the material desired to be reviewed
is material which the Committee or Sub-
committee deems to be sensitive enough to
require special handling, before receiving ac-
cess to such information, individuals will be
required to sign an access information sheet
acknowledging such access and that the indi-
vidual has read and understands the proce-
dures under which access is being granted.

(V) Material provided for review under this
rule shall not be removed from a specified
room within the Committee offices.

(VI) Individuals reviewing materials under
this rule shall make certain that the mate-
rials are returned to the proper custodian.

(VII) No reproductions or recordings may
be made of any portion of such materials.

(VIII) The contents of such information
shall not be divulged to any person in any
way, form, shape, or manner and shall not be
discussed with any person who has not re-
ceived the information in the manner au-
thorized by the rules of the Committee.

(IX) When not being examined in the man-
ner described herein, such information will
be kept in secure safes or locked file cabinets
within the Committee offices.

(X) These procedures only address access
to information the Committee or Sub-
committee deems to be sensitive enough to
require special treatment.

(XI) If a Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives believes that certain sensitive
information should not be restricted as to
dissemination or use, the Member may peti-
tion the Committee or Subcommittee to so
rule. With respect to information and mate-
rials provided to the Committee by the Exec-
utive Branch or an independent agency as
that term is defined in 44 U.S.C. 3502, the
classification of information and materials
as determined by the Executive Branch or
independent agency shall prevail unless af-
firmatively changed by the Committee or
Subcommittee involved, after consultation
with the Executive Branch or independent
agency.

(XII) Other materials in the possession of
the Committee are to be handled in accord-
ance with normal practices and traditions of
the Committee.

17. OTHER PROCEDURES

The Chair of the Committee may establish
such other procedures and take such actions
as may be necessary to carry out the fore-
going rules or to facilitate the effective oper-
ation of the Committee.

18. AMENDMENTS TO COMMITTEE RULES

The rules of the Committee may be modi-
fied, amended or repealed by a majority vote
of the Members, at a meeting specifically
called for such purpose, but only if written
notice of the proposed change or changes has
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been provided to each Member of the Com-
mittee at least 72 hours prior to the time of
the meeting of the Committee to consider
such change or changes.

19. BUDGET AND TRAVEL

(A) Allocation of Budget. From the amount
provided to the Committee in the primary
expense resolution adopted by the House of
Representatives in the 115th Congress, the
Chair, after consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member, shall designate one-third
of the budget under the direction of the
Ranking Minority Member for the purposes
of minority staff, travel expenses of minority
staff and Members, and minority office ex-
penses.

(B) Authorization of Travel. The Chair
may authorize travel in connection with ac-
tivities or subject matters under the legisla-
tive or oversight jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee as set forth in Rule X of the Rules of
the House. The Ranking Minority Member
may authorize travel for any Minority Mem-
ber or staff of the minority in connection
with activities or subject matters under the
Committee’s jurisdiction as set forth in Rule
X of the Rules of the House. Before such
travel, there shall be submitted to the Chair
of the Committee in writing the following at
least seven (7) calendar days prior specifying:
a) the purpose of the travel; b) the dates dur-
ing which the travel is to occur; ¢) the names
of the states or countries to be visited and
the length of time spent in each; and d) the
names of Members and staff of the Com-
mittee participating in such travel.

————
SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows;

S. 305. An act to amend title 4, United
States Code, to encourage the display of the
flag of the United States on National Viet-
nam War Veterans Day; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Madam Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 p.m.), under its previous
order, the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Tuesday, February 7, 2017, at
10 a.m. for morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

495. A letter from the Acting Secretary,
Department of Education, transmitting the
Department’s final regulations — Open Li-
censing Requirement for Competitive Grant
Programs [Docket ID: ED-2015-0S-0105] (RIN:
1894-AA07) received February 2, 2017, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce.

496. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, Pension Ben-
efit Guaranty Corporation, transmitting the
Corporation’s final rule — Benefits Payable
in Terminated Single-Employer Plans; Inter-
est Assumptions for Paying Benefits received
February 2, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
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Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

497. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Office of Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy, Department of En-
ergy, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Energy Conservation Program: Test
Procedures for Central Air Conditioners and
Heat Pumps [Docket No.: EERE-2016-BT-TP-
0029] (RIN: 1904-ADT71) received February 2,
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

498. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Office of Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy, Department of En-
ergy, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Energy Conservation Program: Test
Procedures for Compressors [Docket No.:
EERE-2014-BT-TP-0054] (RIN: 1904-AD43) re-
ceived February 2, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

499. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Hexythiazox; Pesticide Toler-
ances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2015-0795] [EPA-HQ-
OPP-2015-0796] [EPA-HQ-OPP-2015-0797; FRL-
9957-22] received February 3, 2017, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

500. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Propamocarb; Pesticide Toler-
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2016-0083; FRIL-9957-68]
received February 3, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

501. A letter from the Director, Defense Se-
curity Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting the FY 2016 annual re-
port of Military Assistance and Military Ex-
ports, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2415(a); Public
Law 87-195, Sec. 655 (as amended by Public
Law 104-164, Sec. 148); (110 Stat. 1435); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

502. A letter from the Director, Defense Se-
curity Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Navy’s proposed
Letter of Offer and Acceptance to the Repub-
lic of Korea, Transmittal No. 16-85, pursuant
to Sec. 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control
Act, as amended; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

503. A letter from the Director, Defense Se-
curity Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Air Force’s pro-
posed Letter of Offer and Acceptance to the
Republic of Korea, Transmittal No. 16-83,
pursuant to Sec. 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export
Control Act, as amended; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

504. A letter from the Director, Defense Se-
curity Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Agency’s reports
containing the September 30, 2016, status of
loans and guarantees, issued under Section
25(a)(11) of the Arms Export Control Act; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

505. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Department
of State, transmitting the Department’s 2016
Data Mining Report to Congress pursuant to
Implementing Recommendations of the 9/11
Commission Act of 2007, pursuant to 42
U.S.C. 2000ee-3(c)(1); Public Law 110-53, Sec.
804(c)(1); (121 Stat. 363); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

506. A letter from the Chief Financial Offi-
cer, Federal Mediation and Conciliation
Service, transmitting the report of the Fed-
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eral Mediation and Conciliation Service
under the Federal Managers’ Financial In-
tegrity Act for Fiscal Year 2016; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

507. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, Office of Protected Resources, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Final Rule To List Two
Guitarfishes as Threatened Under the Endan-
gered Species Act [Docket No.: 1560211138-7024-
02] (RIN: 0648-XDT771) received February 2,
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

508. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog
Fishery; 2017-2018 Fishing Quotas [Docket
No.: 160816746-6999-02] (RIN: 0648-XE819) re-
ceived January 26, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

509. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern
United States; Blueline Tilefish Fishery;
Secretarial Interim Action [Docket No.:
160609505-6505-011 (RIN: 0648-BGO07) received
February 1, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

510. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries Off West Coast States;
Coastal Pelagic Species Fisheries; Annual
Specifications [Docket No.: 160411325-6535-02]
(RIN: 0648-XEb68) received February 1, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

511. A letter from the Acting Assistant At-
torney General, Office of Legislative Affairs,
Department of Justice, transmitting the An-
nual Report to Congress on the implementa-
tion, enforcement, and prosecution of reg-
istration requirements of the Adam Walsh
Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006, pur-
suant to 42 U.S.C. 16991; Public Law 109-248,
Sec. 635; (120 Stat. 644); to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

512. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, ASFR/OGAPA/Division of Grants, De-
partment of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Annual Civil Monetary Penalties Inflation
Adjustment (RIN: 0991-AC0) received Feb-
ruary 2, 2017, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
513. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Standards Branch, Bureau of Safety and
Environmental Enforcement, Department of
the Interior, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Civil Penalty Inflation Adjust-
ment [Docket ID: BSEE-2017-0001;
17XE1700DX EX1SF0000.DAQ000 EEEES50000]
(RIN: 1014-AA34) received February 3, 2017,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

514. A letter from the Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer, Farm Credit Administra-
tion, transmitting the Department’s final
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